
come after it, is that we 
will be changed by having 
stopped all our activity. 
We are being given the 
space to reassess the things 
we see as normal. That is 
true of the Church too. I 
was on a webinar (that’s a 
seminar on the internet) 
with Fr James Mallon, of 
Divine Renovation fame, 
and a good number of 
priests from around Britain 
on Thursday. I entirely 
agree with his opinion, that 
this will hasten changes 
which were already begin-
ning with our Church com-
munities, and that we need 
to embrace the opportuni-
ties that this time brings, 
and the new possibilities of 
the time afterwards. In the 
words of another message I 
was sent this week: “In the 
rush to return to normal, 
use this time to consider 
which parts of normal are 
worth rushing back to”! 

I want to begin by wishing 
you all a very Happy & 
Holy Easter. I know that 
this will be a difficult feast 
day, as it usually a day 
when families come to-
gether. This year, beyond 
the immediate family we 
live with, that won’t be 
possible. And for many of 
our parishioners it will be 
another day spent alone. 
The great message of East-
er, though, is that Christ 

has conquered all that can 
afflict us. Things of this 
world will pass, but his 
love is for ever. This time 
of crisis will pass, and all 
the inconveniences that go 
with it. Hopefully, the 
newly found neighbourli-
ness and kindness, will be a 
fruit of this period of time.  

The other thing that has 
been on my mind about 
this time, and what will 

A WORD FROM THE PARISH PRIEST 

SAINT OF THE WEEK 
Bl Angelo of Chivasso  

1411-1495 
One night, Angelo’s moth-
er found her son kneel-
ing before his crucifix at 
night, devoutly kissing it. 
Later, as a magistrate, An-
gelo remained faithful to a 
life of prayer and visits to 
the sick, with a devotion to 
the Passion of Christ and 
Our Lady. After his moth-
er's death, he became a 

Franciscan priest. He 
preached across Italy, seek-
ing the most remote villag-
es. He wrote a work of 
moral theology, the Summa 
Angelica. Aged 80, he be-
gan preaching to the Wal-
densians, a heretical sect, 
and won many converts. 
Having always befriended 
the poor, Angelo spent the 
end of his life begging alms 
for the poor. 
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They can be contacted through 
the Parish Office, or call the 
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birmingham.org 
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CHURCHES 

Biddulph English Martyrs’ 
Church, Church Road, Biddulph, 
ST8 6NE  

Goldenhill St Joseph’s Church, 
High Street, Stoke-on-Trent, ST6 
5RD 

Kidsgrove St John the Evange-
list’s Church, The Avenue, 
Kidsgrove, ST7 1AE 

Packmoor St Patrick’s Church, 
Mellor Street, Packmoor, Stoke-
on-Trent, ST7 4SN 
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MASS INTENTIONS THIS WEEK 

Saturday Winifred Maughan Wednesday 

Sunday People of the Parishes Thursday 

Tuesday Requiem Mass for John Frost RIP Saturday 

A Private Mass (by the priest alone) will be offered for the following intentions this week 

Requiem Mass for Joyce Green RIP 

Marie Reilly 

Tony Gibson 

Monday John Martin Friday Anthony Stephen Barretto 

By order of His Grace the Archbishop, all our churches are now closed to the public and parish-
ioners until further notice. 

Please join the private celebration of Mass by uniting your intentions to the offering of the Mass 
and making a Spiritual Communion. For your information, Mass is usually offered by Fr Julian 

at about 11am each morning at St Joseph’s, Goldenhill. Please unite your intentions to these cel-
ebrations, even though you cannot be present. 

No Baptisms or Marriages may be celebrated during this time. These will be postponed until af-
ter restrictions are lifted.  

The other Sacraments (Anointing of the Sick, Last Holy Communion, Confession, Baptism) are 
only being celebrated in danger of death. Please contact Fr Julian in the case of an emergency, 

preferably by email to fr.julian.green@rcaob.org.uk (received immediately). 

Funerals are not being celebrated in church, but only graveside or crematorium services for im-
mediate family are being offered. A Funeral Mass at a later time after restrictions are lifted will 

be able to be arranged. 

Mass can still be offered for any intentions. Either place the Mass offering in an envelope, writ-
ing the intention on the outside of the envelope and clearly marking it ‘Mass Offering’, and post 
it through the Presbytery door at St Joseph’s, or email Fr Julian to arrange and give the offering 

later (use above email address).  

The Sanctuary Lamps in our churches remain lit, in the presence of the Blessed Sacrament. If 
you would like to dedicate a lamp for a week, please follow the same instructions as for a Mass, 
but please mark the envelope ‘Lamp dedication’ and indicate the preferred church, or just email 

Fr Julian and give the donation later. If you would like to light any candles, this can also be 
done—follow the same procedure, but mark the envelope ‘Votive candles’. 

We still rely on your offertory! But please keep hold of your offertory envelopes or money and 
let us have it when we return to church. Don’t worry about getting it to us now. If you can 

please set up a Standing Order or give online (See opposite) 

Fr Julian is using the time to speak to parishioners by telephone. If you or anyone you know 
would like to receive a telephone call, please let Fr Julian know, preferably by email. There will 

be no Parish Priest’s Open House until further notice. 
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Prayer LINE 
Our Prayer group are not meeting at the moment, but 

they are still praying! If you have any intentions that you 
want to have others pray for, then please email your in-

tentions to: 
prayersplease@yahoo.com 

This is a confidential prayer line, subject to normal safe-
guarding. 

Fr Julian’s Camino is on hold. You can still donate to 
Teenage Cancer Trust at www.justgiving.com/

fundraising/frjuliancamino  
You can review Fr Julian’s progress so far at his Camino 

blog frjulianscamino.blogspot.com 

L:ive streamed mass &          
Resources 

Fr Julian is not live-streaming Mass. However, many 
priests are. These range from the Cathedral to local par-
ish churches. Have a look at what is available, to view 
Mass online: https://www.birminghamdiocese.org.uk/
parishes-with-live-streams  

You can also look in at the shrine of Our Lady of Wal-
singham who have a live-stream for Mass and Devotions 
at https://www.walsingham.org.uk/live-stream/  

PARTNERSHIP OF PARISHES ON 
YOUTUBE! 

Fr Julian (and a few guests) are doing Daily reflections, 
Mass homilies and devotional content online  To access 
the Partnership of Parishes YouTube channel, please 
search YouTube for ‘Our Lady of Grace Parishes’ or use 
this link https://tinyurl.com/wqtqx76 

Biddulph foodbank update 
This week we had some fantastic 
news. B&M are donating a mil-
lion pounds to food banks across 
the country, and opened a 
scheme for applications a few 
weeks ago. We have now heard 
that our Biddulph Foodbank is 

going to be given goods to the value of £1,500. That is a 
brilliant donation.  
Meanwhile we have had an increase in people coming for 
help from the foodbank. Please continue to give your 
food items at Sainsbury’s in Bidduph, or outside St Law-
rence’s church door 9am to 5pm any day. If you know 
anyone who needs help, and they cannot access any other 
voucher issuer, they can contact Fr Julian by email. If 
anyone has a voucher, they can post it in the Church  
letterbox (around the back side of the meeting room, not 
the former presbytery) before Thursday evening. Food 
will then be delivered by volunteers on Friday. 

supporting your  parish     
financially at this time 

It would be a great help to the Parishes if parishioners 
would begin to pay their weekly/monthly collection 
money by Standing Order from your bank to ours. It 

means we can continue to receive your Collection 
through this time, but also in any case, means we avoid 
bank charges on paying in cash. To begin paying your 

contribution to the Parish by Standing Order please use 
the form here: https://tinyurl.com/uqsttlr 

and deliver/post to St Joseph’s presbytery. 

You can also now donate online! Please click on https://
www.birminghamdiocese.org.uk/support-our-work  and 

choose the parish you wish to donate to. 

easter duties &                 
Sunday obligation 

Easter duties refers to the minimum requirement for 
Catholics to go to Communion and Confession once a 
year during the Easter season. The Bishops of Eng-
land and Wales have dispensed the Easter Duties 
for the year 2020. This year everyone should make a 
good Act of Contrition and a Spiritual Communion. Be-
cause it is impossible to go to Mass, everyone is also 
dispensed from the Obligation to attend Mass on 
Sundays and Holy Days until further notice.  

Listen to the archbishop’s 
easter message 

You are invited to hear our Archbishop’s Message for 
Easter. It is available at the Diocesan website. You can 
j u s t  c l i c k  o n  t h i s  l i n k :  h t t p s : / /
www.birminghamdiocese.org.uk/blog/easter-message-2020-
archbishop-bernard-longley  



Goldenhill and Kidsgrove 200 
Club  We are halting the weekly and 
monthly draws for the 200 Club for 
four months (begins again at the end 
of July). All contributions made will 
be held over. The Annual draw will 
be made at Christmas, and the 200 
Club will from now on be January to 
December each year.  

Biddulph & Packmoor 125 Club 
We will also be halting the 125 Club 
draws for four months, and will 
begin again at the beginning of July. 

John 20:19-31 

In the evening of that same day, the first day of the week, the doors were closed in 
the room where the disciples were, for fear of the Jews. Jesus came and stood 
among them. He said to them, ‘Peace be with you’, and showed them his hands and 
his side. The disciples were filled with joy when they saw the Lord, and he said to 
them again, ‘Peace be with you. ‘As the Father sent me, so am I sending you.’ After 
saying this he breathed on them and said: ‘Receive the Holy Spirit. For those whose 
sins you forgive, they are forgiven; for those whose sins you retain, they are re-
tained.’ Thomas, called the Twin, who was one of the Twelve, was not with them 
when Jesus came. When the disciples said, ‘We have seen the Lord’, he answered, 
‘Unless I see the holes that the nails made in his hands and can put my finger into 
the holes they made, and unless I can put my hand into his side, I refuse to believe.’ 
Eight days later the disciples were in the house again and Thomas was with them. 
The doors were closed, but Jesus came in and stood among them. ‘Peace be with 
you’ he said. Then he spoke to Thomas, ‘Put your finger here; look, here are my 
hands. Give me your hand; put it into my side. Doubt no longer but believe.’ 
Thomas replied, ‘My Lord and my God!’ Jesus said to him: ‘You believe because 
you can see me. Happy are those who have not seen and yet believe.’ There were 
many other signs that Jesus worked and the disciples saw, but they are not recorded 
in this book. These are recorded so that you may believe that Jesus is the Christ, the 
Son of God, and that believing this you may have life through his name. 

NEXT SUNDAY ’S GOSPEL 

Sanctuary Lamps 
This week the lamps are dedicated for:  
St Joseph’s: Kenneth Jones 
Sanctuary lamps can still be dedi-
cated. Minimum donation £5.  See 
above for how to arrange this dur-
ing church closure. 

PARISH REGISTERS 
Deaths 
Of your charity please pray for the 
soul of John Frost. Graveside Service 
and Burial at Tunstall cemetery on 
Tuesday 14th April.  
And also of Joyce Green. Graveside 
Service and Burial at Tunstall ceme-
tery on Wednesday 15th April. 
And also for Bernard McDade. 
Graveside Service and Burial at 
Woodhouse Lane Burial Ground on 
Tuesday 21st April. 
It is not possible to attend funeral services, 
as they are restricted to the closest family, 
but please pray for the souls of those who 
have died. 

Requiescant in pace 

KEY VERSE: "Blessed are those who 
have not seen and have believed" (v.29). 
TO KNOW: On the evening of the res-
urrection, the disciples were gathered in 
fear behind locked doors. They were 
overjoyed when the Risen Lord appeared 
in their midst with a greeting of peace. 
Just as God breathed life into Adam, the 
first living being, the Son of God 
breathed the life-giving Spirit upon his 
disciples, sending them forth with the 
power to forgive sins. Thomas was ab-
sent on this occasion and he refused to 
believe their testimony. His defiant 
words "unless I see" came from one who 
knew Jesus as an intimate friend. A week 
later, the Risen Christ appeared again, 
and this time Thomas was present. When 
Thomas touched Christ's wounds, he 
declared Jesus to be his "Lord and God." 
Jesus told Thomas that those who be-
lieved in faith were more blessed than 
those who needed visible proof. 
TO LOVE: Am I Thomas’ twin? Do I 
refuse to believe unless I see? 
TO SERVE: My Lord and my God, help 
me to believe when my faith wavers.  

All monies paid will be held over till 
the 125 club begins again.  

Hospital If you know someone in 
hospital, ask the nurses to call the 
Chaplain on call. Otherwise, please 
call the chaplaincy on 01782 676400.  


